
Salinas, CA 93908

local
PARTNERprofile

Let’s grow forward together.
Reach out today for more information about our partners!

 (800) 540-0215               info@goldstarfoods.com
1025100©2025 Gold Star Foods All rights reserved.

»  Kale
»  Broccolini
»  Celery

»  Green Bean
»  Strawberries
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Woman Owned 

Minority Owned 

Small Farm

Grower

Open to School Speaking 

Open to School Field Tours

COMPANYsnapshot

Without
vegetables,

there is no life.
- Maria Magdalena

  Lopez Porras

Maria Magdalena Lopez Porras is originally from Oaxaca, Mexico, and is the 
proud owner of Tierra de Esperanza Organic Farm. Although the farm has 
been cultivating organic vegetables for just two years, Maria comes from a 
long line of farmers—both her parents and grandparents worked the land.

Her family has over 20 years of experience working in California’s 
agricultural fields, which inspired them to start their own farm and build 
greater economic stability at home.

Today, they dedicate themselves to growing fresh, organic vegetables, 
believing that healthy food can make a meaningful difference in every 
household. Their mission is to help families eat healthier and live better—
one crop at a time.

Fresh = Pride
It is with great satisfaction that 
Maria and her family offer fresh, 
pesticide-free vegetables to their 
community. The opportunity to 
farm is something truly beautiful—
one that fills them with pride as 
Oaxaqueños. 



is the sum of small 
efforts every day.

When Jessie Najera first arrived in the United States, he began 
working in agriculture, driven by a strong desire to build a 
future rooted in farming. His father heard on the radio about 
Alba Farms, a program designed to help people start their 
own organic farms. Not only do they provide resources on 
how to plant and manage a farm, but they also offer hands-on 
training in sustainable farming practices.

In 2021, Jessie’s dad decided to visit the Alba office to learn 
more, and he found out that the program offers a year-long 
course. After completing the program, graduates are eligible 
to start planting at Alba and receive support as they grow 
their businesses. Inspired by what he heard, Jessie enrolled in 
the program and began his journey.

“Through Alba, I gained in-depth knowledge about farming, 
including how to grow a variety of crops, the importance 
of crop rotation, and most importantly, how to care for the 
health of the soil,” Jessie said. “I learned about the significance 
of using cover crops to nourish the soil and ensure that the 
food we grow is not only healthy but also sustainable.”

This education sparked a passion and Jessie was motivated to 
start his own farm. With help from his dad, brother, cousins, 
and friends, they worked together to bring Jessie’s dream 
to life. Today, Jessie’s Organic Farms proudly grow food that 
nourishes the community, all while maintaining the principles 
of sustainability and care for the land that were instilled in him 
during his Alba training.
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Jessie’s enjoys working with 
schools and helping provide 
delicious organic food for kids.
Green Beans
Broccolini
Cilantro

Kale
Strawberries
Celery

Onions
Carrots
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Minority Owned

Small Business

Grower

Available for Speakers at Schools

Available for Small Group tours
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Jesse’s
ORGANIC FARM

SUCCESS
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